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still further promotion. Does his Majesty's decree specify
any particular time limit?0
"The work must be completed within three years/* An
said, "and the Emperor is going to appoint an envoy to make
sacrifice to the God of the River."
1 While they were talking, Hsi-men Ch'ing had ordered a
table to be prepared, but An said: "It is very kind of you, but
I am on my way to see Huang T'ai-yii."
Hsi-men Ch'ing said: "You must stay long enough to take
some light refreshment.'* A great number of delightful dainties
were brought in and wine was poured into golden cups, Mean-
while, An's attendants were entertained elsewhere. An drank
three cups of wine and got up to go, promising to come again.
Hsi-men Ch'ing escorted him to the gate; he got into his
sedan-chair and was carried away.
Hsi-men Ch'ing went back to the hall, took off his robes
of ceremony, and put on a plain hat and a purple gown. He
asked if Scholar Wen had returned. Tai An said: "No, but
Cheng Ch'un and Huang's boy, Lai Tipg-erh, have come for
you. They have been waiting a long time." Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
went out, got into his sedan-chair, and set off with his attend-
ants for Moonbeam's house.
When he arrived, the people of the house withdrew respect-
fully, one servant stood on either side of the door. Ch£ng Ch'un
and Lai Ting-€rh went in to announce his coming. Ying
Po-chiieh was playing double-sixes with Li III, but, when
they heard that Hsi-men Ch'ing had come, they put aside their
game. Moonbeam and her sister Exquisite wore seal-skin caps
upon their hair, which was dressed in the style of Hang-chou.
They looked as dainty as flowers. They both came out to
welcome Hsi-m&n Ch'ing and he got out of his sedan-chair
and went with them to the guest-room. He had given orders
that there should be no music upon his arrival, so the musicians
did not play.
Li III and Huang IV were the first to make reverence to
him. Then came the old procuress, and lastly the two sisters.
Two large chairs had been set in the place of honour and
Hsi-men Ch'ing and Ying Po-chiieh sat down in them. Li,
Huang, and the two girls sat opposite. When Tai An asked if
tfee sedan-chair should be dismissed, Hsi-m£n said that the

